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Happy New Year to you all!

Gifts to Grow Into...
I was reading a devotion by Pastor Darrin Sheek that got me thinking about all those Christmas presents like 

clothes that we ‘grow into’  over time. I’m not talking about how these gifts were literally a size or two too 
big for us when we were children, but how we often had to learn to appreciate such gifts. As Pastor Sheek 
puts it:  “When we were little and only wanted toys, [these clothes] weren’t the most popular gifts, but as we
matured and grew older we enjoyed them.”

It works much the same with the gifts of God. There are times when His gifts of Word and Sacrament just 
don’t thrill us the way they should. We have our moments when we find our old sinful nature selfishly and 
shamefully saying, “I’d rather have toys! I’d rather have all the fun promised by temptations that surround 
me.” Your sinful flesh teams up with the devil and the world, trying to keep you from appreciating the good 
gifts with which the Lord makes you His own and covers you with His righteousness.

But God is the Giver of every good and perfect gift. He uses His Holy Word, His gifts of Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper to deliver Christ the Savior to you by faith and clothe you with His perfect righteousness. “For 
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27) So you have been clothed with 
Christ, forgiven all your sins, wrapped up in the rich garment of His Salvation. And the Holy Spirit is at work in 
you, teaching you to appreciate it! Bringing you to repentance, calling, gathering, enlightening, and 
sanctifying you, helping you to “grow into” the gifts He provides so graciously and abundantly. He keeps you 
under that blessed covering of Christ – the garments of salvation – the robe of righteousness – Jesus Himself! 
-- and as you grow up in Him, you just can’t help but rejoice and exult in His precious gifts!

Isaiah 61:10–62:3: 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like 
a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth 
its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to sprout up before all the nations. 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not
be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2 The nations shall
see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the 
LORD will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 
God.  (ESV)

- Pastor Moore



ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT LEO’S  We have completed our study of the Revelation of our Lord! What a great blessing it
has been to study and grow in God’s Word together! And MANY thanks to  to Trevor Carr, and to everyone at Leo’s for letting us 
meet there after hours and for the coffee and desserts they have provided! Since Pastor will be leading call meetings in the Circuit, 
we have decided to take a break before we begin another study. If you have any suggestions for our Sunday Evening Bible Studies, 
please share them with Pastor.

SERVING OUR LORD There are many opportunities to serve our Lord through our congregations – more than we’ve thought of, for 
sure! As we begin a new year we want to thank all those who have been serving as officers, on congregational boards, as Sunday 
School teachers and helpers, musicians, LWML, the altar guilds, ushers, quilting, cleaning, serving coffee and treats after Worship, 
and simply stepping forward to meet needs as they arise.  We are truly blessed and thankful for all of you!

This month our voter’s will be electing officers for the coming years, so please consider if  you might be able to serve our 
Lord as an officer or board member.  We are working to update the Altar Guild and Usher lists at Messiah to ensure that everyone is 
given the opportunity to serve at a time that works best for them. We will be meeting to plan this summer’s Vacation Bible School  
very soon – so please watch the bulletin announcements for that. It would be a great blessing if we could offer more activities and 
opportunities for our children and youth throughout the year so if you have ideas and can help with that please let Pastor know!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! It was a very difficult financial year for our Congregations. And though we have 
not yet attained a balanced budget,  God has blessed us through your gifts to end 2023 without serious crisis.

Details of our Financial Stewardship in December, and Year to date:

December, 2023:
Tithes/Offering +$   9,649.25

Redeemer +$   2,130.42
Total Income +$  11,779.67
Expenses -$ (12,470.39)

--------------------
October Net -$    (690.72)

Year to Date (January 2023 – December 2023)  
Tithes/Offerings +$ 103,224.69

Redeemer +$  23,197.91
Other Income +$   2,035.57

--------------------
Total Income +$ 128,458.17
Expenses  2023 -$(132,125.53)

--------------------
2023 Net -$  (3,667.36) deficit

Redeemer Notes

Worship:  11am  Sundays
Communion: 2nd and last Sundays

Serving the Lord in November:
Organist: Betty Satter
Altar: Bonnie Wagner

Messiah Notes

Worship:  9am Sunday
Communion:  2nd and last Sundays
Bible Study: 7pm Wednesday Evening in the Church Basement
LWML Meeting: 10:30am  1st Thursday each Month
     Messiah Quilters: 1pm  1st Thursday each Month

Serving the Lord in November:
Organist: Charlyn Beardemphl
Pianist:  Sue Moore
Altar:    Pat Junker
Ushers:  Russ McNeely and Ruben Lapp







January, 2024
Messiah Lutheran Church, Redfield   --   Redeemer Lutheran Church, Doland

Holy Communion at both Redeemer and Messiah is the Second and Last Sundays of each Month
Pastor is in the Church office at Messiah 9am - noon, Tuesday - Friday, and at other times throughout those days unless called away.  Please call anytime: 509-449-5572 (Cell)

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
New Year’s Day

2 3 4
10a – LWML at Messiah
1p – Messiah Quilters

5 6
The Epiphany of Our Lord

6:15pm Circuit Epiphany
    Worship at St. Paul’s LC.,
    Aberdeen

7
Epiphany (Obs - White)
9a - Messiah Worship
10:15a Sunday School at Messiah
11a - Redeemer Worship

8 9 10

4p Confirmation Class at
    Messiah
7p Bible Study at Messiah

11

6:30p – Member Class

12 13

14

Epiphany 2 (Green)
9a - Messiah Worship (Communion)
10:15a Sunday School at Messiah
11a - Redeemer Worshi (Comm)
3pm Installation of Pastor Drevlow at
     St. Paul’s, Aberdeen

15 16
Circuit Pastors’ Conference
    Redeemer, Doland

17

4p Confirmation Class at
    Messiah
7p Bible Study at Messiah

18

6:30p – Member Class

19 20

21
Epiphany 3 (Green)
9a - Messiah Worship
10:15a Sunday School at Messiah
11a - Redeemer Worship

22 23 24

4p Confirmation Class at
    Messiah
7p Bible Study at Messiah

25

6:30p – Member Class

26 27

28
Epiphany 4 (Green)
9a - Messiah Worship (Communion)
10:15a Sunday School at Messiah
11a - Redeemer Worship
     (Communion)

29 30 31

4p Confirmation Class at
    Messiah
7p Bible Study at Messiah

Serving at Messiah:
January:  Altar – Anna Iverson;  Ushers: Jim Frankenstein and Jeff Gottman

February: Altar - Shirley Haan; Ushers – Gary Junker and Trevor Carr

Higher Things Youth Retreat at Faith LC, Pierre, SD
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